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Suydam-Lambert Passenger Cars 

Updated 5/27/07 

In this day of expensive brass passenger cars, modelers are looking to some earlier models as 

alternatives. The Suydam cars were produced without underbodies, except for RR-1. Lambert 

later took up the line and added underbodies to all of them. None included trucks. The Suydam 

cars had a MSRP of $18.95-21.50. In the Spring of 2004, you should expect to pay $75-100 for 

them on eBay. 

The cars appear to be based on the illustrations found in Santa Fe Car and Locomotive Plans for 

Model Railroaders, 1948, 1953, ATSF.  

Below are cars of interest to the Santa Fe Modeler. 

Suydam Lambert Description Prototype Notes 

 7530 ATSF Reefer 4050-4099  

RR-1 8000 
80' Standard Cafe 

Observation 
1513-1514 Air conditioned, but lacking roof hatches. 

  8010 
Observation, 4-1 

Lounge 
Vista   

RR-2 8100 

80' Standard 

Pullman 12 

section 

  No real prototype 

  8110 Pullman, 10-6 Palm   

  8120 Pullman 24 Rmt Indian   

RR-3 8200 
80' Standard 

Santa Fe Diner 
1400-1418 

Air conditioned, but lacking roof hatches, 

kitchen roof vents, upper windows should 

be blanked out. 

  8210 Diner 600   

RR-9 8300 
Standard Lounge 

Car 
1360-1369 Very crude roof hatches. 

  8310 Dome Lounge 500-505   

  8320 
Full Length 

Dome 
    

RR-4 8400 

76' Standard 

Coach Chair 
3130-3133 Air conditioned, but lacking roof hatches 

  8410 44 seat Coach 2861-2945   

http://old.atsfrr.org/Reviews/HO/Passenger/Lmbrt/Diner/Diner.htm
http://old.atsfrr.org/Reviews/HO/Passenger/Lmbrt/Coach/Coach.htm
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RR-8 8500 
78' Standard 

Combination 

2602-2607 

Rider 
2' too long, Vestibule end is wrong. 

RR-6 8600 

60' Standard 

RPO 

70-79 

 

  8610 RPO 80-81 Not completely accurate. 

RR-7  73' Standard 

Combination 
2544-2545 

Window configuration is incorrect on one 

side, Vestibule end is wrong. It needs more 

grabs. 2544 is at the Illinois Railroad 

Museum. 

RR-5 8700 
70' Standard 

Baggage 

1710 - 

1839 
 

  8710 Baggage Car   

Not accurate for any ATSF car. It is a cross 

between the 3432 Budd and 3409 ACF 

series. 

 8900  
Business 

Observation 
 Originally named Santa Fe, it was renamed 

Atchison in 1957. 

 

The following can be found at the end of this document: 

Suydam catalog for RR-1 - RR-4. 

Suydam catalog for RR-5 - RR-8. 

Lambert Associates Catalog 5A (1973). 

Lambert Associates Catalog 9 

Reference: Santa Fe Passenger Cars, in the Santa Fe Modeler by Lambert, by Michael W. Flick. 

See also Modeling the Fast Mail Express in The Warbonnet, 2nd Quarter, 2011, for more details.  

Steve Sandifer 

 

http://old.atsfrr.org/Reviews/HO/Passenger/Lmbrt/RPO1/RPO.htm
http://old.atsfrr.org/Reviews/HO/Passenger/Lmbrt/RPO1/RPO.htm
http://old.atsfrr.org/Reviews/HO/Passenger/Lmbrt/RPO1/RPO.htm
http://old.atsfrr.org/Reviews/HO/Passenger/Lmbrt/RPO1/RPO.htm
http://old.atsfrr.org/Reviews/HO/Passenger/Lmbrt/RPO1/RPO.htm
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ATSF 4050-4099 Express Reefer 

Lambert 7530 

Modified February 15, 2005 

 

 

 
 
 

 

The 4050 series cars were built new at the West Wichita shops in 

the fall of 1953. The Lambert car is somewhat crude but is the only 

model available for this car. Originally, they were painted coach 

green with black roofs, underframes and trucks. Lettering was 

Dulux yellow with Santa Fe on the letterboard. They were repainted 

in 1956 to receive a red REA diamond to the right of the door. This 

was further modified in 1960 to a red diamond with white "X". 
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Lambert 8000 
Suydam RR-1 

 
ATSF Cafe 

Observation 

These cars model the 

ATSF 1513-1514 Cafe 

Observations delivered 

in 1930. As with all 

Lambert/Suydam cars, 

they come without 

trucks and the Suydam's 

come without 

underbody. Information 

on these cars can be 

found in the Society 

Dining Car book p. 

164+. The model lacks 

the roof mounted steam 

ejector air conditioner 

hatches and other diner 

roof hatches as well as 

the platform mounted 

brake stand. The cars 

should have the final 

heavyweight pattern 

six-wheel trucks: 

integral pedestal - 

straight equalizer 

pattern.  

1513 went to MOW 

service in 1959 and 

1513 became a rail 

cleaning car before 

becoming a MOW car. 

Photos show the 1514 

carrying the Oil Flyer 

drumhead in Tulsa; on 

the 75 on the Surf Line 

in the 40s, and between 

La Junta and Denver in 

1952.
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Diner 

Lambert 8200 

Suydam RR-3 

ATSF 1400-1418 Diner 
This car lacks all the roof detail that one should expect - steam ejector a/c hatches, kitchen 
hatches, etc. 
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ATSF 1360-1369 Lounge 

Lambert 8300 / Suydam RR-9 

 
These lounge cars are basic. The prototype is discussed in the Society Dining Car book, p. 111+. 

The roof a/c hatches are very crude. Missing is a bar ice hatch and shower vent. 
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Coach 

Lambert 8400 / Suydam RR-4 

 
Updated 5/3/04 

Erroneously advertised as ATSF 3345-3362 

There are no exact matches since the model is based on a faulty drawing published in the book, 

Santa Fe Car and Locomotive Plans for Model Railroaders. These cars appear to be Pullman 

built 3335-3344 Coaches and 2960-69 Coach Smokers, both of which were not air conditioned, 

though the model has an a/c duct as shown in the drawing. You could remove the duct, as the 

roof is underneath, but you'd have to replace the vertical face of the clerestory and the curved 

portion of the roof (Keith Jordan has done it). Jon Miller warns that not all Lamberts did have the 

roof underneath, so look before you leap. Even with this, the small windows on one side are 

incorrectly spaced, see below. 

The closest cars found are chair smokers 3130-3133 but they need air conditioning equipment to 

go with the a/c duct. A photo of the duct side of a 3130-3133 car is needed to verify the windows 

on the duct side. Any other a/c car will need the upper windows plated in addition to a/c 

equipment.  

The windows on the model are the same for both sides, and the lavatory windows are raised. 

Floor plans for the 3000-19 and 3020-3069 cars show the side with the a/c duct to have the small 

windows equally spaced between the vestibule and the first coach window. Photos of the 3365-

68 show the duct side to be like the model while the non-duct side has the centered small 

window. Floor plans for the 3335-3344 and 2960-69 cars, though non a/c, show the same 

problem. On one side the lav windows are 2' 1.5" from the vestibule while they are 10.5" on the 

other side (supplied by Keith Jordan). 

I have not seen photos of the 3362-64 series of air conditioned Hwt chair cars. 

The placement of roof hatches, vents, and underbody details varies from car to car even within 

the same series. The underbodies of the Lambert cars are totally incorrect and represent only a 

facsimile of the Santa Fe's air condition and non-a/c equipment. 

The 3130-3133 series did have two generators (USL&H 2kw and 3kw), one on each truck, which 

are Pullman's bolted-pedestal drop-equalized style, still with chains (Keith Jordan). 

NERS is planning to have a SE a/c kit available in the future and they currently have correct SF 

water tanks. Pecos River Brass and Coach Yard have also produced roof hatches and underbody 

equipment.  

Thanks to Jon Miller and Keith Jordan for their assistance with this page. 
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Lambert 8500 / Suydam RR-8 

 

ATSF 2602-2608 Rider 
 

 

Contrary to the name given by Suydam/Lambert, this models the rider cars built specifically for 

the Santa Fe Fast Mail, 2602-2608. The upper portion of each window needs to be blanked out, 

the vestibule end filled in, and brake detail added to the other end. 
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Photos courtesy of Dan Glasure 
 
The Vestibule end needs to be filled in, the baggage end needs brake detail. 
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Lambert 8600 

Suydam RR-6 

 

ATSF RPO 70-79 
 

Revised 5-27-07 
 

These models accurately detail AT&SF heavyweight 60-foot Railway Post Office, representing a 

70-79-series car built by Pullman in 1927. They are featured in the Headend Car Book by 

Ellington and Shine and republished by the Society, p. 21+. 

 

The car pictured below is the Lambert version that comes with a brass underbody. The Suydam 

car has no underframe. Neither came with trucks. The trucks shown below are from Pecos River. 

The Suydam version had better detail in the clerestory. 
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Andy Sperandeo took a Lambert model and re-detailed it. This included constructing a correct 

styrene underbody for the car. 

 
The trucks are Coach Yard no. 0534 trucks with the double elliptical spring arrangement as used 

on the Santa Fe's four-wheel trucks for heavyweights. A roller-bearing version is also offered as 

no. 0533. 
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Lambert RPO showing Coach Yard truck with generator mount, Cal Scale mail hook, and steps. 

Sperandeo plans on adding the horizontal bars used inside the windows. The Kadee couplers are set 
back for close coupling with modified Walthers folded-bellows diaphragms. 

HO 
brass model with all new handrails, grab irons, uncoupling levers, coupler yokes, corner stirrups, and 
door steps. 

Lambert HO model painted with 4 parts Polly Scale GN Empire Green, 1 part PS Reefer Yellow, lettered 
as Santa Fe no. 76. 
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Suydam RR-7 

 

ATSF Combine 
 

 

The Marked window should be of the large size. 

 

 

Photos courtesy of Dan Glasure 
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The vestibule end is incorrect. The side parts need to be filled in.
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Baggage 

Lambert 8700 / Suydam RR-5 

ATSF Baggage 1710 - 1839 

This model is of the 70' baggage and is fashioned after the car that appears in the Santa Fe Car 

and Locomotive Plans book of 1948, 1953.  

Santa Fe cars 1710 - 1839 look basically the same with the major differences being in the 

number of tool boxes and number of clerestory windows. The cars were rebuilt as needed and 

many windows were plated over. For total accuracy one should secure photos of the car he 

desires to model.  

The Lambert underbody is factitious. The only thing really missing on these cars are the steps 

under the doors, and one should be very careful not to use steps that will interfere with the trucks 

turning adequately for his track radius. 6-wheel trucks were standard on these cars. In the 60s, 

most of these cars were converted to MOW service.  
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Andy Sperandeo has taken the model and detailed it. It is shown below compared with a Pecos 

River Brass model of the same car. 

Pecos River Brass unpainted. 
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Pecos River Car painted

Lambert Car detailed and painted. 
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Business Car 

Lambert 8900 

ATSF Santa Fe 

Revised 6-5-04 
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5001, Santa Fe, was built in 1949 by Pullman-Standard. It was 85' in length. In August 1957, it 

was renamed to Atchison with the arrival of the new Budd built Santa Fe and Topeka business 

cars. The Lambert car is fairly crude by modern standards, but is the only model produced of this 

this business car. A close look at the model above shows the underbody to be installed 

backwards, yet many items have not been included. 

Drawings, floor plans, and photos appear in the Ellington & Shine book on ATSF Business and 

Special Purpose Cars which is now out of print but scheduled for reprint by the Society. 

Ellington's drawings and photos are circa 1957-59 and serve as the plans for the Lambert model. 

Additional coverage can be found in Randall's Pullman Standard Library Vol. 1, also out of print 

but scheduled for reprint. His drawings and photos are as built and are slightly different from the 

model.
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